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This is Hector and Krista's love story. It is also the story of life and faith, sorrow and joy, and
finally, enduring love through death.



CHAPTER ONE: THE OCEANRecently I read a beautiful quote by surfer Garrett McNamara.
"To go down a giant wave is dancing with God." I have never been to Hawaii, or surfed, but I
spent many hours watching Jamie O'Brien and other surfing videos with Hector. I watched so
many with him I would have magical dreams of surfing in my sleep. One of my favorite memories
is seeing Hector on the couch when I was in the kitchen and hear him excitedly call me over to
watch a new Jamie O'Brien youtube video with him. As a non-surfer but a lover of the ocean and
water, I was captivated by the swell, the tunnel, the holiness and majesty of it all. This was a
huge part of what made my man my man. The ocean lived in him even if he was far from it.
There was an awareness of God even without finding Him as your Savior, a deep reverence for
animals and nature and beauty. This is why Hector was always drawing the swells, and
endlessly curious about animals and ocean life and all the sensations of being alive. Hector
surfed and taught surfing and I'm told he was so good he could have gone pro. He traveled to
Costa Rica, Australia and Sri Lanka to surf, but of course, his home was Hawaii for over thirty
years where his father was first stationed at an Air Force base in Honolulu. Hector's parents
were moving back to Arizona and asked Hector if he would like to go with them. Hector decided
to stay in Hawaii and he didn't come back to AZ until he was 50. He had also been a lifeguard.
We were in my pool one day and he demonstrated to me how to save a life. He was a natural
lifeguard. He was the strongest man I have ever met. His shoulders were broad and he had a
little knot on his right shoulder from a surfing accident. I loved his natural strength. It seemed
funny to me how other men would go to the gym and try to get strong, but Hector was naturally
strong without ever going to a gym. It was years of swimming and the strength and power of
riding a board. Plus, I think he had good genes.Hector had so many stories, but you did have to
probe him sometimes. I loved hearing about his days surfing. Other guys had joined thefootball
or basketball team, but Hector was a surfer. Tanned and strong, he and a bunch of his friends
would pile into a car and spend the day surfing. This was before cellphones and social media
chaos. What a free and happy existence! His childhood was good, too. He was the oldest of
four boys, his father's namesake, and his home was filled with love, animals (Hector had a pet
snake among other critters), patriotism and family. Hector was so proud of the fact he had
toured the U.S. Capital, traveled across the Golden Gate Bridge and seen so much of the United
States with his military traveling family. "I've been there," he'd say and it was in his proud and
confident voice. Hector had no fear when it came to living and had lived through several
terrifying experiences. Once, part of his surfboard was bit off by a shark. Another time, Hector
told me he was so depressed and felt so hopeless, he said he planned to swim far out into the
ocean and just let himself go under. it was a mesmerizing story. He said as he swam out, a pod
of dolphins came close to him and started swimming all around him. They ended up swimming
him back to shore, back to life. For this reason, Hector was always finding dolphins to give me,
dolphin earrings and necklace and taking note of them. My favorite story of the ocean is of his
dad. Hector told me when he first began learning to surf, his dad would get off work, and then
he would take him to the shore so he could watch his son surf. Hector told me his dad would sit



for hours and every time he gazed back to the beach, his dad would still have his eyes on him.
To me, this was such a picture of love, of patience, of being a good father. Hector knew his dad
was watching over him, a beautiful picture of our Heavenly Father watching over us too. 
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Lucy, “Life after death. Thank you Krista for this beautiful memoir and for sharing Hector’s
wonderful legacy with us. How reassuring that even in this life our loved ones remain a part of us
and that in eternity we will be together in Christ!!!!!”

Jessica Ann Hagan, “Love. This is a short and emotional read. Krista’s description of their love is
deeply felt as you read their story. Made me cry because of how deeply you feel her words. If you
believe in divine intervention and true love this is the read for you!”

Mark Hanssen, “What a testament of love and faith.. Life affirming, this is a lovely and heartfelt
message of hope and healing.  What a wonderful gift, a celebration of life and love.”

Joshua Parks, “Tearjerker. This book is a stunning tribute to a wonderful man. Be prepared to
cry.So well written and articulate. The way Krista described her beloved painted such a vivid
picture of who he was.”

johnnye99, “Great Read. It reads like a song! Beautiful.”

The book by Krista  Shaffer has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 9 people have provided feedback.

CHAPTER ONE: THE OCEAN CHAPTER TWO: LOVE APPEARS CHAPTER THREE: A
SIMPLE MAN CHAPTER FOUR: LIFE AND DEATH CHAPTER FIVE: AFTER DEATH



Language: English
File size: 1509 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Print length: 14 pages
Lending: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

